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AN S WERS by the Com- 
mittee of Royal Burrows, 
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; eaſons of Di | ent offer d by tn 
Lord Drumore. {} e eee 
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HE Oben of he 
Royal | Burrows, when 
the Diſſent was enter 
ed, were very much in- 
lined to take no Man- 
ner of Notice of it ; 

wiſhing” it might w 
3 as the Fruit of a ſud- 
den Paſſion, not to bo 
carried ande but finding it was publiſh- 
ed before it was delivered! in; and that it did 
contain ſeveral Matters, both inlL aw and Fact. 
vrhich have an immediate Tendency to undo 
the moſt uſeful and moſt ancient 
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of the Royal Burrows, that is, the Powers 


ot their Convention, and the Freedom and 


Safety ol Speech and Vote in it: They, as 
Truſtees deputed by the Royal Burrows, 


for the Preſervation of their Rights, have 
thought it their Duty, according to the 
Cuſtom of Conventions in like 
make the following Anſwers, that no Im- 
preſſion may take Place, detrimental to the 


Burrows, or to the Diſadvantage of the 
Members of the Committee, who were not 
intimidated from doing their Duty, by the 

high Threatnings of Reſentment caſt out 
with great Freedom of Words, at the Time 

of making the Diſſent, not only from the 

Honourable Perſon himſelf who diſſents, 


but even in Name of the High and Sove- 
reizn Court whereot he is a Member, againſt 


the Committee af all: the Royal Burrows, 
and ſeverals of the fingle Perſons. who then 
compoſed it; but more particularly againſt 
the good Town of Edinburgh and its Ma- 
giſtrates, eſpecially my Lord Provoſt, tho 
be was then in the Chair, preſiding in the 
Court: In which the Honourable Perſon dif- 
ſenting was Joined by another of the Come 
mittee, who is allo a Member ef the Col- 
V 996 rev ot ork 
The Committee ſhall endeavour at this 


and all Occalions, to preſervs the Reſpect 


aſes, to 
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Aue to the high Station ) ed by the Ho 
nourable Perſon, who diſſents from them in 
ſo paſſionate a Manner, and to avoid with - 
all Care the angry Expreſſions ot“ Brigaue 
40 and Surprize:; Party-work ; dirty Job; * 
« more guided by his own Intereſt than the 
ce Intereſt of his City and other Burrows; 
c Little Politicks of any Party; Stealth and 
« Surprize; ſubdolous Practices; Pains taken 
« to have a Meeting pack d for the Purpoſe; 
turned to a moſt corrupted ànd pernici- 
ons Uſe; imploy'd to intimidate and over- 
cc awe Burrows into a ſervile Compliance; 
e general and fraudulent Words; a Piece of 
“ the higheſt Arrogance and Preſumption; 
E in a ſingular Manner injurious to the parti- 
„. cular Burrows; directed with the ſame 
10 corrupt Views that ſome People are; muſt- 
cc pour Contempt on the Committee; a hig 
« Affront and Indignity done to each par- 
e ticular Burrow; this ſhameful Practice; 
„ Dependents on the City of Edinburgh; 
ce too willing to concur in any Party- job; in- 
cc jinſidioufly and preſumptuouſſy; higheſt 
&« Arrogance, and ſomething near to Falſ- 
„ hood; precipitant and unjuſt ;' not eaſy in 
% a ſhort Time to ſeduce Repreſentatives of 
<« the People for little Advantages to them 
« {elves to falſity their Truſt, and turn their 
6. cruel and. pollated Hands againſt their 
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. Connery, @c: But Length of Time, vis. 
4 d ſeven Years, Sc. may do it; even the 
e Parliament itielt may become the Tools 
& ot Oppreſſion in the Hands ot ſuch a Mi- 
4 niſtry. Theſe Expreſſions, tending to 
the immediate Uſe of other Weapons than 
Words, and therefore not to be tolerated 
even in private Debates and Converſation 
among Gentlemen, much leſs to be indulged 
in publick Differences amongſt Perſons bear- 
ing Offices of Truſt and Authority, no- 
thing has been in all Ages and Countries re- 
preſented in a more odious Light, by thoſe 
who have endeavoured to form and civilize 
the natural Ferocity of Mankind, than the 
-Uſe:of foul and reproachful Words in pub- 
lick Concerns ; witneſs the Account of Si- 
mei's Reptoaches againſt David, and the 
Character of This ſites, whom Homer in- 
troduces reproaching Achilles and Ulyſſes, 
on Purpoſe to ſhow the Difference between 
ſuch impotent Anger, and the juſt Wrath of 
te g irtoons and bravvmwſee 04 6 
The Committee is far from applying any 
bol theſe Characters to the Honourable Per- 
a | ſon who diſſents from them; they treely 
_ pardon the Words, as the Effect of ſudden 
Pafion, and mention theſe Things only as 
a Reaſon why they make no Returns ot the 
' like Kind, as is but too commonly done in 
| - n 
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ſuch Caſes, and might poſſibly he expected 
by ſome from them. mn. 
The Diſſent begins with ſubjecting to De- 


Z bate the Extent of the Powers of the Con- 
vention of the Royal Burrows, and gives 
a very narrow and coniin'd Opinion abont 
them. r= 117 ELEC r+ TRE. 
When the Royal Burrows, or their Com- 
mittee, ate called before a proper Court to 
7 debate for the Preſervation of their Privi- 3 
leges, they hope to maintain them to tze 
Satisfaction of the whole Court, whereol 
the Honourable Perſon who enters the Dif- 
* ſentis a Member; inthe mean Time the 
Committee muſt be allowed to complain, 
that any Perſon ſent vp as a Commiſſioner 
or Ailſ:flor from a Reyal Burrow, be his 
Character otherwiſe what it will, ſhould, 
withoutlany joſt Occaſion, draw on an extra- 
judicial Debate, as to the general Extent of 
the Convention's Powers, and pronounce ſo 
violently againſt the Body of which he isa 
Member. The Committee cannot conceive. 
that ſuch Debate can be intended ſor te 
Advantage of the Royal Burrows, and may 
certainly iſſue in drawing in the whole of 
them to much Trouble and Expence; it 
indeed gives ſome Concern, that one of the 
Members of the Honourable Court, which 
claims Right to judge and determine in 8 
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bei the Convention, has already given his 
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Opinion againſt them in ſo ſtrong a Manner; 
but tis hoped this Opinion was only given in 
a ſudden Heat ot ſome Offence, and will be 
no Rule in judging. VV 
In Anſwer therefore to the Objections of; 
_ the Aſleſſor of the Royal Burgh of North 
_ Berwick, to the Powers and Privileges of 

the Convention of the Royal Burrows, which 
the Committee believes he was ſent up to 
defend: The Committee think it ſufficient 


at this Oecaſion to make a general Reference 


to the following Laws and AQs of Parlia- 
ment, and Charters from the Crown, con- 
taining their Powers, alſo a Lift ot Prece- 
dents in like Cafes, hereto annexed, No. 
i, whereby they conceive the Honourable . 
- Perſons Objections will be fully removed, 

In the mean Time, tho' the Committee is 
far f om quarrelling any of their Members for 
differing in Opinion from them as to parti» 
cular Points; yet they beg Leave to recom- 
mend it to the ſeveral Royal Burrows to in- 
ſtruct the Members and Aſſeſſors they ſend 
up, not to draw in the general Powers of the 
Convention into Debate, and not to take 
Part againſt the Powers of the Convention; 
and even to maintain their Differences f 
Opinion in particular Points, with ſuch Tem- 
as | | 5 5 per ; 
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I Sena have. 


| e 
of Pexſons 1 1255 the Lands of Heng 
Epnidering hi hi Station, and followin 
| Pom Expr bp yy ealliagothe: genome 


owers of the Convention in Queſtion, ars 
Facts of fo dangerous Conſequenee to the 
Liberty and Freedom. of Speech and Vote 
in the Convention and its Committees, as 


e had no Example, ſo far as the 
Committee knows or has heard. 


7 the Occaſions on which Members of the Con- 


bardly can any Act of a Perſon in Power 


vention or Committee may have great Reas 
ſon to apptehend Danger to themſelves from 
the —— Reſentment of a. Judge ;; and 


be a effectual Bar to Liberty and Free- 
dom af Speech and Vote in a Mating: thas 
| Eh atnings | from Judge. 4 

"The Honoarable Parſon, who enters this 
Did ent, — many Paſſages, to make 
ſtrong. Inſinuations of preſent. 2th for our 
National Liberties and Privileges from the 
Practices of corrupt and powerful Miniſters 
o Nigts. , Ths: Commitieo is confident no 
__ 5 
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TDlſe Inſtance can be named of any Miniſtes 
1 is or hüs been of late 
Tears, in his Majeſty's og lars” who adven- 
ernred, in any Meeting of Society, of which 
be was a Member, upon foiſtfong an Ac 
of Power, ſo direQly: tending to overawe' 
[and intimidate others into à Submiſſion to 
2 Sentiments, as this very Diſſent, conjoin- 
ed with the threatning Words, as to Reſent- 
1 ments, not only by the Perſon diſſenting, 
but even bythe Sovereign Court, of whick 
| he/is « Member 9284 
This Way of acting from another than 
the Honourable Perſon diſſenting, would 
=; have too great Similitude to crying Fire, in 
0 order to rob the Howe; but all the Mem- 
Ws: bers of the Committee, who happen, at-this 
i Occaſion, to have fallen under the Honou- 
#3 rable Perſon's Diſpleaſure, have the Hon ur 
to know him too well to ſuſpect any Thing 
intentionally bad from him. He has, till 
within theſe few Months, not only joined, 
but has been diftinguiſhedly active and for- 
ward in every Meaſure purſued by them in 
Affairs either of Church or State, and if 
there be any Reaſon for complaining of 
airty' Jobs, &c. it is impoſſible for the 
Hohonrable' Perſon to have eſcaped, having 
ſo deep a Concern in them, as will make it 
very difficult for him to waſh his Hands of 
n 5 6 on them. 
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chen. And the Committee humbly, beg 
Leave to ſay at this Occaſion, That waſb- 
ing of Hands in ſuch a Caſe is a moſt dange- 
rous Practice: Often waſhing makes one too 
3X little afraid of a x; their Fingers, and 
ſoon makes every Body diffident, that 
what is purſued To-day with AQivity and 
Forwardnefs, may To-morrow be called 
= Dirt und ,, K“. 
„The Diſſent proceeds to ſtate the Man- 
ner, in which the Points in Queſtion were 
brought, before the Committee for their 
: Z Refolution, as it they had been brought 


* 
| , 


in Hand over Head, andby Stealth and Sur- 
= prize; and ai if Pains had been taken to 


= have. a packed. Meet ing for the Purpoſe: 

5 £7 Yet the Fact, when fairly ſtated, appears 

to have been much otherwiſe. The Point 
of the Committee's making ſome proper 
Application in Relation to Matters depend- 
ing in Parliament, was fully mentioned in 
Z the Meeting of the 21ſt February; and the | 
general Words, of ſundry other Things, in 
the Miſhve, were then underſtood by all 
preſent, and ſpoke of, as bearing Relation to 


ſuch Matters, as appears by the Minute of 

that Meeting; whereot a Copy is annexed, 
Nl; bearing, among other Things, an 
Order to their Agent to write to London for 
a Copy of the new Bill relating to Electi- 
W ons, 


( ok Toa © hay PO Wo gy 


) 
on A . at! 2 mee nth 
4 March; ſo that there is not t 

retenee for the Reproach of car 
* E $realth and Surprise. Beſides, 

is very rate to mention in Miſſives ſent — 
ceuvoening the annual Committees, an of 
the Particulars to be treated of at their 
Moeting: and tis believed no Inſtance can 
be given of conveening the annual Com- 
e by Miſſi ves containing the Matters 
to be trvated by them. 

And as. to the packing a Meeting, ani | 
Orig Members to it for the particular 
Purpoſe of voting in the Oueftions Ai ente 
From; if any ſuch Thing was done, it muſt 
have been on the Side of the Diſſent: For, 
tho' ſeveral Members were in Toon, who 
were known to be of the Sentiments diſſent- 
ed from, yet not a Man came to the Meet- 
ing in which the Diflent happened, -b 
had not been occaſionally at it in the Mon- 
ing, except ſome, who voted on the Side ß 
the Diſſent, as will appear by comparing | 
the Minutes of the Committee on the 5th = 
March ante meridiem with their Minutes 
that Day poſt meridiem, annexed NO III. 
Tho' the Truth is, that the particular 
Point, relating; to the Septennial Act, had 
not occurred to any of the Members till 


. 55 the Morning's Sederunt 'was over; 
5's  * = LS = when 


Fl oy of the Committee. | 
As to the not calling Whithorn and Bork. 
; de, the other two Members of the Sub» 


Woo oy Py F3.v UN. ve. 27 


Shires for making Application to Members 


ol Parliament for a Repeal of it, which is a 


ration that there was no ſuch 


Demonſi 
Thing as packing on the Side of the Majo+ 


Committee. Anſwered, Imo, Any two 


4 were declared a Quorum; and there is no 


fuch Thing uſual or. expected as adverti 
or waiting for Members of a Sub- eomm 


tee, after a Quorum of them meets. ys 
XZ Twered, 200, The Letter was ſhown to the 
> Member for pit horn, and read by him, 
before it was laid before the Meeting, and 
the Fault, if any be, lies at the other Mem- 
ber's own Door, who uren to attend 


the Sub- committee. 
The next Complaint i is, That no f pecial 
Meſſage Was ſent to the Honourable Perſon 


= who diſlents. To this it was anſwered, imo, 
The Miſſive was ſent to the Town, from 
which he is deputed as Aſſeſſor. 4% He 
had never before appeared in the Conventi- 


on, by Virtue of this Commiſſion, nor qua- 
lifted himſelf in that Capacity, to enable him 


to act as Member of the Committee; and 
* is ſome Reaſon to think he was not 


A 


„„ 
were going abont to particular ne al f 


* 


| kinfolffore-of AM. 3 Aﬀſelor,. till 


he ſent after the Mornitig Sederunt to en- 


quite at the Clerk's Office ; ſo that truly 


no Body of the Committee knew that he 


was Aﬀeſſor, or covld have a Thought * x 
- ſending Notice to him, 


After ſtating the two Points on hich the 
Letters to the Members of Parliament for 
Royal Burrows were propoſed to be ſent, 


Supreme Coins to be eledded Members of 


Parliament, and againſt repealing the AQ. 
for ſeptennial Parliaments: The Diſſent. 


ons to the particular Objections. 
The three firſt Objections, ig. Imo, 


That the Committee had no Power to 


conſider of ſuch Points, unleſs they had 


been particularly expreſt in the Miſſive. 2do, 


That the Committee could not make the 
ſaid Points Part of their Miſſive. 3tio, That 
Members of Parliament could not regard 
Inſtructions from the Committee, but maſt 
follow thoſe ſent trom the ſeveral Burrows 


they repreſent ; being all much of the ſame 


| Nature and Tendency, they ſhall be anſwer- 


The general Point debated 3 in thee three 


Objettions, is the Right and Privilege of 
222555 af to particular; ; Members of 
Par- 
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1 5 
Parhament, in Rela 
ing in Parliament. 


[ - The Committee begs to be excuſed} i! 
e they teſtify. ſome Surprize to find the Ho- 
f © nontable Perſon that diſſents from them, 
Who ſeems; by the Strain of his Diſſent; to 


ſet hitnſelf up (the Committee hopes with 
good Reaſon) as a diſtinguiſhed Patriot of 
„ * the Liberties of the People, labouring to 
confine and reſtrain any Set or Denomina- 
f tion of Subjects whatſoever from applying 
to Members of Parliament, in Relation to 
püubliek and national Concerns depending 
before them. The Committee believes the. 
; T Right of Subjects of every . Denomination” 
and Quality'to petition even the Parliament 
it ſelf directly, has been generally thought 
a point of Patriotiſm : But they ſhall wave 
= entering on that Queſtion, and give it up 
to the Honourable Perſon, if he pleaſes, 
for this Time: Yet they humbly conceive, 
That the Right and Power of any Meeting, 
of whatever Order or Degree of Subjects, ot 
writing a private Letter to one or more 
Miembers of Parliament, can hardly be deny- 
ed. They conceive no Perſon, Society, 
Meeting or Body of Men, needs particular 
Powers or Inſtructions for that Purpoſe. 
This is practiſed every Day by ſingle Men, 
and by Meetings of all Denominations, Juſ-: - 
N . N 8 
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Burteughs, re 


| their Opinion of publick ne ted. aeg 
tas the Honourable Perſo.who d 1 vnts. 


i ins the Committee of the Convention 
ay 


with: bende Objeftians of N | 
tees Want of Powers is 


and ot their Miſſive to the ſeveral oh 


the Right of every Body. And it 
rightly obfervod by ſeveral Members of the. the 


that the Committee propels: to write on- 
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| to write ; 


Magilicates and Town 4 
oats. Whether they had a 


of Parliament, or not; and it is to bo 


from the Committee, will not ĩnſiſt, 
hes Lime to gool of his Anger, — 


7 


al Butgrows, from what ſeems to bed A 
Common Right, underſtood to belong to ee 
very Individual, as well as to euery | 

ing — Denomination. ; ; 1 ene 5 


preſſed and endear, 
voured to be proved, by inſerting the Words 
of their Inſtrnctions from the Convention, 


tho Objections are not relevant. The 
was no Occaſion for Powers, Inſtructions or 


Miſſives, as to Things . — 12 1 


Committee, at the Time of the Debate, 


— 
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Vs 7 = 2 85 15 17 b J e eee 
I in their, own Name, but not in the Nama | 
uf all the Royal Burrows: Or, as having ſpe« 
tial Power to ait the Opinion of the ſe= - 
veral Burrows, which might indeed. hays 

made ſpecial Powers neceſſary, 

Anſwered 2do, The Committee begs leads 
to obſerve, that the Honourable Perſon has 
miſapprehended extremely the Nature of 
Z Mifhves; when he ſtates them as intended 
to contain all the Matters to be conſidered- 
There is no ſach Thing; Miſſives ate com- 
= monly general, and mention no particular 
Points, and where any have happened to be 
particular as to ſome Points, they never were 
thovght to exclude from the Conſideratioan 
of other Points, which occured and ſeemed 
gneceſſary, as is evident from a Multiplicity 
ol Inftances in the Records, Beſides thete 
are many Ioftances contained in the Appen- 
dix N © 1th, whereby it appears, that the 
annual Committee has been in uſe to conſider 

of Matters, and to form Addreſſes to his Ma- 
jeſty and to the Parliament itſelf, without 
any particular Inſtructions relative thereto; 
either from the Convention, or the feveral 
Barrows, or any Mention having been made 
ef them in Miffives; in two of which In- 
ſtances, oi. 17th December 1724, and 18th 
February 1727, the Honourable Perſon, now 
diflenting, had an ov and large Share, 55 . 
een e 
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to 18 .. 
| kadno Otjeaicn for Want of pen 5 
10 Suſpicion of obs or Party-Work, &c. f. 
tho there had been no Miſſives ſent to par- : 
ticular. Burrows at any of theſe Occaſions, 
far leſs any Notice of the particular Matters | 
to which the Addrefles to his Majeſty and 
ne then ſent by the Committes, f 
and form'd by the Honourable Perſon now | 
diſſenting, did relate. _ = 
The Committee conceives it to Ki ex- 3 
treamly evident from the above firſt menti- 
ond Laws and Charters trom the Crown, | 3 
that the Royal Burrows of Scotland have 
not thought their Safety and ee, 
conſiſted ſingly in maintaining their ſeparate 
and ſeveral Immunities, as they belong to 
each individual Burrow, nor in the Wiſdom ? 
of their ſeparate Councils and Reſolutions, if 4 
but in having the Power and Faculty of 
oining together in one united Body, and 
© ge the Benefit of the joint Councils and 
das of their Deputies aſſembled to- Fr 
ether, in order to enable them to enjoy the 
*Binilegss which do belong to them in com- 
mon, and to bear the Burdens which affect 
them all jointly and ſeverally. It is unneceſſary 
to take up Time in demonſtrating, that the 
Royal Burrows ha ve judged rightly in pro- 
_ + curing and maintaining with Care, as Re 
Advantagious, this common Union 
cCils and Submiſſion to Determinations re- 
388 8 | %% ove! 
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Uwes apen by Jour Rates, Thang” 
cieties as well as Individual Perſons are weak 
and unable to. reſiſt when taken ſeparately, 
Dum ſinguli pugnant, univerſi vincuntur, is 


an Obſervation made by Tacitus in his Life 


Jof Agricola of the ancient Inhabitants of 


1 


this Ifland, and holds in Councils as well ass 
in War. The Views of ſingle Societies as well 
as of ſingle Men are narrow and ſelfiſh, and 

1 generally by aiming at too much obtain 
nothing: This isone of the general Foundati- 
ons of the Neceſſity and Advantages of Go- 
vernment and Civil Society. Whatever there- 
fore hurts the Regards neceſſary for preſerv- 

ing Unity of Councils amongſt the Royal 
Burrows of Scotland, and infuſes Jealouſies 

ok their Conventions and annual Committees, 


bY 

my 

98% 
= 
yy 1 7» * 


lays the Ax tothe Root of the. Tree of their 
Z Rights and Privileges. Why not blame and 
2 cenſure the Meaſures, Opinions and Reſo- 
& lations of the particular Members; but chat 
cannot juſtity the infaling general Jealou- 
ſies of the whole Body and Conſtitution, . 
What if the Members of the Committee 
have erred at thisOccaſion, is it aConſequence 
that the Powers of the Committee muſt be 
truck at, by which the Royal Burrows have 
J. hitherto preſerved a perfect Unity of Conn: _.-:- 
cils in all Matters that have occur'd in che 
Intervals of Conventions? What will be tze 


C 2 Con- 


| 


— 


ä: 8 
© Conſequence, if the Project ſhould prevail ot 


bearing down or aboliſhing the ſtanding 


tions of individual Burghs 2 Certainly 


none of them can be regarded. Concordia 
res parve crescuns diſcordia maximæ dila- 
buntur.  _ I ⁰ ß 


Opinion from them as to the Points which 
were in Debate. The Committee think very 


f Contempt of the Reſolutions of the Com- 
mittee, or of any other Convention or com- 


from what poſſibly might be the Reſolution 
of the individual Perſons or leſſer Societies 


act and reaſon ſeverally and by themſelves; 
that on the contrary common Councils of all 
Kinds are eſtabliſhed and have been main- 
tained with Zeal in all Nations and Ages, 
chiefly becauſe their Reſolations and De- 
terminations differed from, and are found by 
Experience for the moſt part, to be much 
nee. 
WWW 


* 


Committees, and depending on the Reſolu- | 


many different Reſolations and Opinions | 
will appear oppolite to each other, ſo that 


The Diſſent ſtates it as a Thing that will 
ur Contempt on the Committee, if particn- 
r Burrows ſhall appear to be of a different 


mon Council of any kind, that they. differ * 


from whom they are deputed, were they to 


much otherwiſe, and conceive that it is fo 


far from being a 1 e or Ground of 


3 

wan the opinions as Roſotutions: which 
proceed from individual Perſons or leſſer 
Societies acting oy themſelves. In the Multi- 

tude of Council there is Safety. | 
The Diſſent ſeems to complain of the 
powers veſted in the Town of Zdinburgh, 
# with Relation to the calling of Conventions 
or Committees. But it is to be conſider d, that 
this is one of the ancient Privileges of the. 
good Town, and a fundamental Part of har 
7 Conſtitution of the Convention of the Royal 
Burrows; in earlier Times only Three — — 
Burrows were Joined with Edinburgh. The 
Experience of Ages (as the Committee 
conceives) has ſhew'd the Benefit of reſting 
2 theſe Powers with Edinburgh, the Seat of ou 
2 Judicatoriesand National „ new 


rr 


- Experiments in Matters of Government 
r are always dangerous. 

1 The Committee therefore cannot but 

O teſtifie a great deal of Concern, to find that 

5a a temporary Offence and Paſſion (for ſuch 
they cannot but think has occaſioned this 

1 3 violent and uncommon Form of a Diflent 
2 ſhould have led the Honourable Perſon to 


vent Doctrines ſo hurtful to the common 
Intereſts of the Royal Burrows of Scotland. 
Io the zd Reaſon of Diſſent is ſubjoin'd 
a Digreſſion on the Point of the Lords of 
e E elected Members of in 
ull 
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full of Expreſſions that ſeem to proceed 


from much Wrath. So boldly did I /ay, no, 
ſo inſidiouſly and preſumpruouſly to invade 
the Rights of other Men of great Figure and 
Conſider ation. 8 
The Committee of the Royal Burrows, all 
and every ſingle Member of it who join'd in 
the Opinion diſſented from, take Liberty to 
ſay, that Expreſſions, which could not with 
Safety have been uttered in any private Com- 
pany of Gentlemen, by any Perſon of what- *® 
ever great Figure or Conſideration, ought 7 
not to be ſent abroad to the World in Print. 
And it is a great Satisfaction to the Com- 
mittee, that the HonourablePerſon diſſenting 
is the only one of the Judges who (ſo far as 
they know) entertain aly Diſpleaſure againſt 
the Committee for this Opinion; there is Rea- 
ſon to believe that on the contrary, the moſt 
Part of the Judges themſelves will, in a Caſe 
ſo glaring, be convinced that it will be a Loſs 
to the Court it ſelf, and to the whole Nation, 
to have Judges choſen Members of. Partia» 
— n 
There ſeems to be no great Occafion for- 
entering on this Point, it having been drop- 
ped by ſome of the Committee, becauſe they 
were informed by the Honourable Perſon 
diſſenting, that a Clauſe was already brought 
in to that Purpoſe in the Bill for fegulating 
Ft - a 


Elections in Scotland, and by others for par: 
ticular Reaſons not then expreſs d. But the 
Committee after declaring in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Manner their entire Deference and 
. Regard for the Honourable Court, and for 
every one of the Learned and Honourable 
Judges of it, and in particular for the Ho- 
nourable Perſon who is thought to give Oc 
caſion for this Queſtion, beg leave to fay, 
that in their humble Opinion the admitting 
cot our Judges to be Members of Parliament; 
whereby their Reſidence for a great Part 
of their Time may neceſſarily be at London, 
may and will probably be attended with 
ſiuch Inconveniencies, as as are of the worſt 
Conſequences to the Subjects of this Part of 
 *® | the united Kingdom, with Relation to their 
Civil Rights, and it may be juſtly apprehen- 
de d from the Abſence ofthe Judges of our 
Supreme Courts in attending on Parlia- 
ments a Surceafe of Juſtice mvſt naturally 
7 happen, and Claims of the laſt Importance 
ly undetermined, to the Ruin of the Perſons 
23 _ concerned, and the Committee, who in the 
23 Interyals of Conventions, are bound to no- 
& tice the Intereſt of the whole Burrows, 
humbly conceive they have not only an Inte- 
reſt but good Reaſon for this Obſervation, 
which muſt be very prejudicial to the City 
of Edinburgh, whoſe Proſperity ſeems in a 
= EO . 
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144 ) 
if Mesure t depend den tha | 
3 os! of the Court of Seflion, in "their fall 
Number; and any Thing tending to the Pre- 
Jodice of the Trade of that City, they cons 
. Teive mutt influence. the whole Burrows of | 
The Nas we at preſent are ſo happy to 
; Mts 12 no doubt, every one of them a- 

boye all Suſpicion of being under any u- 
due Influences, where-ever they reſide, and 
Whether they be Members of Parliament or 
not; but if there be ſuch extraordinary 
Ways of influencing Members of Parliament | 
by corrupt great Miniſters of State, as the | 
_ Diſſent broadly inſinuates, it is far from be- 

ing impoſſible, but that future Ages may # 
find ſome to have creep'd into the Bench 
of Judges, who, it they art Members of 

Parliament, may be fuſes ptable of theſe be- 
witching Influences, and 1 2 tor them, noet 
only in Parliament, but even on che Seat ok 
Juſtice. 33 | 

The fourth Reafon procoot on an Error 2 
in Matter of Fact, both as to the Number 
of Votes, by which it was carried, to pro- 
cceed, and with reſpect to the Precipitaney 
of the Procedure; Proceed was carried by 
Three, inſt-ad. of one mentioned in the 
Pill-nt ; as appears from the le Miba! in the 
: Appendia Ne. III. 5 * 
: — 5 | » | 
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with great Deliberation; but the Parallel 
fated between them and the Houſe of Com- 
mons, fails in every Reſpect. Thiere is a 
great Difference between making of Laws 
finally to bind the whole Nation, and giv- 


ing a particular Opinion by a Letter to one 


Members of Parliament, which 


| maturely examined by the Wiſdom of the 
SZ Legiſlature itſelf; it is therefore ſorprizing 
e to the Committee, to find a Perſon of the 


great Conſideration and Figure of the ho- 


; : nourable Perſon who diſſents, giving hime 
4} felf the Liberty to uſe ſuch provoking Ex- 


preſſions, with reſpect to any Body of Men, 


5 3 or any fingle Man, as theſe, Higheſt Ar- 


rogance, and ſomething near to Falſbood, 


t roecipitant and unjuſt, &c. It is plain, the 


Order and Decency of no Meeting can be 


maintained, if ſuch Expreſſſons are allowed 


ot; beſides, the PropoſaF of a Sub- commit- 


r ment ought in Reaſon to been the more 
=. moderately inſiſted on, that it is pretty e- 
„ vident, that a Delay, by a Sub- commitment, 


would have been in Effe& the ſame with re- 
jecting the Propoſal ; for before the Report 
of ſuch Sub-committee could have been 


taken and approved of, and tranſmitted to 


Burrows ought in all Things to proceed 
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London, the Matter wonld have been over 
in Parliament. ? 
The th Reaſon e 
and momentnous Queſtion, one of the moſt 
delicate Parts of our Conſtitution, to wit, 
the Period of Time for whieh a Parliament 
vs mh to ſubſiſt; in treating of which, Mo- 
deſty, both of Expreſſion and Thought, as 
the Committee coneeives, ought to be 
ſtrictly obſerved, and in re dubia, the Fa- 
vour ought to be for the preſent eſtabliſned 
Rule, unleſs obvious and plain Diſadvan- 
tages, Which have in Fact ariſen from it 
ſince it was eſtabliſhed, could be mentioned. 
Theories and ſuppoſed Poſſibilities may 
be good and 4 5788 forming a Conſtitu- 
tion, but cannot juſtify Alterations of it, 
unleſs to theſe; be joined ſome ill Conſe- 
|  quenees which have actually happened in 
Fact; but the honourable Perſon has not 
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. 
nters into a very deep 


adventured to ſupport his Theory, by men- 


tioning any particular Matter, in which 
the Corruption he fears from ſeptennial 


Miniſters, has taken Place; on the contra - 


ry, he vindicates his preſent Majeſty's Reign 


from ſuch Imputation, and has not men- 
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tioned any ſuch Thing to have happened 
during the Rejen of his Royal Father, that 
is, never ſince ſeptennial Parliaments were 


i * ” 


eſtabliſned. The Theories therefore, and 
Apprehenſions of Conſequences, none of 
which have yet happened, cannot, as the 
Committee concei re Pm the arguing 
fox an Alteration in a Manner ſo exceedin 
3 c<clamorous, as the honourable Perſon has 
taken the, Liberty to do in his Diſſent, 
The Committee think it unneceſſary to 
take the Trouble, of following the parti- 
cular Arguments inſiſted on; but beg Leave 
do obſerve, that the Quotations from the 
= Claim of Right of Scotland, and the Bill 
pt Right in England, are extremely much 
mifapplied. What is there pointed at, is 
not a e of Elections, but a Fre- 
nial Meetings of Parliament was all that 
woaas inſiſted for in the Reign of King Charles 
I. when the Demands of Liberty and Par- 
1 Privileges went pretty high; but 
no ſuch Thing was out of, as abridg- 
ing the Time of Continuance of Parlia-. 
ments, in caſe they were aſſembled once 1 
every three Fears, as appears from the firſt 
Act dt Parliament in Scobell's Collection. 
It is not material when Prorogations af 
Parliaments firſt took Place in Eugland; 
certain it is, they were in Uſe long before 
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When or where the Length of Parlia- 
ments was londly complained of, does not 
appear, nor why it ſhould be conjoined with 
the not calling them to meet. 
It is delieved, many who were forward 
in procuring the Bill for triennial Parlia- 
ments, in the BAG King William, lived 
to ſee and repent their Error and miſtaken 
Theory; it is very certain, they render'd 
the Meaſures of Government fluctuating, 
variable and uncertain, and occaſioned fre- 
quent Heſitations, and very diſadvantageous 
| Dela s in foreign Powers entring into the 
2 Confederacies and Alliances with 
us. It is alſo a Miſtake, that the triennial 
Act continued unſhaken for the Space of 
30 Vears; it paſt only in the 1694, and 
laſted little more than 20 Years, and ſep- 
tennial Parliaments have continued near 
that Time, without any bad Conſequence 
that has yet been named. And if Specu- 
Jations are to be indulged, it ſeems evident, 


that in the nice and delicate Conſtitution 


of Government we now happily live under, 
as it ſtands ballanced between the Crown, 
the Lords, and Repreſentatives of the 
Commons; the ſhorter- lived the Repreſen · 
tation be, it will have the leſs Weight 


| Conlideration in the Ballance, There are 
ſome Symptoms which plainly ſeem 1 de- 


, that the Net ds of. It Houſs * 
Commons, in the Ballance of Government, 
is conſiderably increaſad, even ſince the ſap- 

b ial Act; and man, it is; believed, have 
i, to their ſad Experience, that the Mem- 
bers of Parliament are at no Time ſo much 
in the Reverence of a Miniſtry, as the 
Year. of Elections. If this be ſa, dit; be no 


mall Happineſs to. find the Crown and Mi- 


niſtry Fac une to add: Weight to the Re- 
preſentati 1850 of the Commons in Parliament, 
and making the Periode Eee, at which 
they are neceſſarily ſubjedted to the Power 
of the Miniſtry. Different are thoſe Days, 
3 mch to the Honour ot the Rqyal 
mily, from the unfertunate Time, * — 
the Crown ſtudied to boar down the Com- 
mons altogether, and to govern withont 
4 42 and called them to meet rare- 
. except when the utmoſt Neceſſities 
preſs 1 
Beſides, whatever ey be in the agar 
Queſtion, concerning: the: Duration of Par- 
3 liaments, for three or ſeven Years, the 
9 Committee was fully ſatisfied, that the pre- 
ſent Poſture of Affairs in Z Zurope, when. 3 
War is broke out on al L Sidos, in which 
Britain can. hardly eſcape of having ſome 
| „is far from being a proper Time for 
making ſo great an Alteration, a changing 


from 


| 200 


from ſeptennial 1 Parliaments, even 
tho' it were proved to be expedient in more 
quiet and peaceable Times 
The Committee of the Royal Burrows 
confaſs themſelves therefore to be extremely * 
much at a Loſs, to find out any good 
| Ground, for the Jealouſies and Suſpicions 
thrown out, of 'zhe Wiles and Arts of anin- 
S*nuating and defignins Miniftry, and of 
the Probability 9 their corrupting Mem- 
berg of Parliament, for little Aavantuges to 
themieloes, to falfify their Truſt, and tp 
tum their cruel an "410% bag Hands againſt 
their Country ; unleſs it be, that ſome have 
have been dilappointed of the Promotionsts' 7 
Imployments in his Majeſty's Service, which 
they think they deſeryed; and that others 
have been advanced to Stations, which ſome 
think greater than their Merit intitled 
them to. If that be the Caſe, it is hoped 
Redreſs will be obtained of that Grievance, 
at a cheaper Rate, than making any Alte- 1 
ration in our preſent happy Conſfit ution. 
Nothing is more common, than for 'the 
ableſt ot Miniſters to be miſtaken in the 
Characters and Merits of thoſe they neglect, 
and of thoſe they promote. It is poſſible, 
that in ſome Cales, the Miniſtry's miſtak- 
ing Mens Characters and Merits, has been 
to the Advantage of ſome, who therefore 
doe TG ought 


a 


TT 5 
ought to take with ſome Degree of Patience 
when the Chance turns againſt them. This 

is one Comfort, that it any have happened 
to be promoted beyond what they are fit 
for, they will in a few Years diſcover them- 
ſelves, and poſſibly will fly in the Face, 
with Acrimony and Sharpneſs, of the very 
Perſons, to whom they owed their Promo- 
tion, and ſhow a Grudge that any Perſon 
ſſhould enjoy any Office, from the loweſt to 
the higheſt Imployment, who dares differ in 
Opinion from them. Then will be the Time 
for the honourable Perſon, to ſee with Plea- 

ſure, the Miniſtry diſcover their Miſtakes. 
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Nom. he. 


L I ST of the Küb and, Titles 8 to * 
Royal Burrows of Scotland, containing the 
Powers that are veſted in their general and pare 
_ ticular Comventions and their Commiltees, 3 


n 4 R T ER to Dong Bur gh of Edidhrgh, 
for holding the e of - the four 


3 Burrows, whereof the Tenor. follows 


1 Alus, Dei g grat ia, *. Seotorum, e 8 
ſingulis leigiis noſtris, ad quorum notiriat 


1 | preſentes literæ wenerint, ſalutem. Quia ſereniſ= 


ſimus princeps Ja cobus, Rex Stotorum,, progenttor 


noſter, cujus anime Propitietur Deus, de Aviſamen- 


zo & aeliberatione trium regni ſui ſtlatutum, apud 


Perth, conceſſit, t Eordinavit Parliamentum guat uor Eo 


burgorum, a pud burgum noſtrum de Edinburgh, an. 
nuatim teneri, ficnts temporibus retro affis fene. 
zur; 5 volumus & conceſſ N. tenore præſentium 


E % 4 « 


by * 


ee "mus, pro nd < ak 2 e 's in 


perpetuum burgenſibus nol: ris dicti noſtri burgi de 


Fab, S corum fuccefioribits, au & Fin Far- 
lia mentum guatuar lurgoriun, i iy dito naſino Hurngo 
de Eainburgb aunuat im pro perpetuo teueatur ; & 
die ſtatuto poſt foſtum Sti. Michaelis Archangeli, cum 
continuatione dierum omnino inchoetur & e A 
Quare magno Camerario noffro, & ſuis” puis 
gi pre tempore fueriur Hricte precitiend> maps: | 
mus: Duatenus curiam, parliamenti guatuor Prog 
rum haberi & teneri more ſolito faciatis, in burgo 
noſtro antedicto comvocatis & ſummonitis annuatim 
ad hoc comparaturis commiſſariis | quatuor tur- 
garum principalium, viz. Elinburgh, | Stirling, 
Lithgow & Lanerk, dictæ curiæ ſectatoribus, five 
acceſoribus, ad fubeunduni ordinandum, '&*finali- 
ter determinandum, de ut ſupra Judiciir burgerum 7 
uni ver ſalium regni noſtri curiis dictis, frve contra- 
driis : Ae etiam menſuram ulnæ, firlotz, ſius 
olle „ Taginz, & petræ, more ſolito leigiitt & cm- 
munibus noftris, dandum, lilerandum & recipien- 
dum. Nec non omnia alia facienda & exercenda i 
gue. in bujuſmodi curia parliamenti, ſecundum (e- © 
ges, 'flatuta, & turgorum con fuetudines ſunt trat- 2 
tanda, ſubeunda, & finaltter determinamda. In 
ch jus rei teſtimonium has literas noſtras diftis bur- | 
Senft ibus noſtris eorumgue ſucceſſoribus pro per petuo 
* Auratures ſub magno fxillo*noftro fieri fecimus, po- 
terites teftibus reverend\r'm Chrifto pat ribus * Facobo 
ee noltro ruriſimo, Nene, Corgi & 
| | Thema 


\ ; 


"45 2). 

| Fortis SH RISE, Dutthelder . Aber G. 
3 dide caſt eb cleft epiſcopis 5 Dilletis conſafts 
| guineis noftris, W ittielmo' contite Orchathe, d. 
mino ae Santiclaro noſtro Cancellario, Gio 
comte Anguſiæ, Thoma domino Fin, Milli. 
elmo domino Somernel, Millieimo doviimo Bortb- 
wick, Willielmo Arras de Tullibardine, Wiliielmo 
-2 Boner noſtrorum computorum rotolatore. Au 
EZuinburgb quinio die menſis Novembris, ann 
Domi millefimo qudadringenteſimo quinqu/agefinns 
quarto, & regni e decino oftavo. Vie Jus. 
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at 3 Furl. 14 74. m. inſtituting the Con- 
vention of Burrows to meet at a fired Place 
once every Year, — 

Ad 64. Parl. 5. Ja. VL Ratifying al for- 
mer Rights and Privileges, and granting them 


1 a Power to aſſemble at four ſtated Times every 
en. Lear, to treat and determine upon the Bur- 
da | = rows Affairs. 

&. Act ! 19. Parl. 7th 7a. VI. Ratifying the for- 
6 | mer, and enacting, That when any Convention 


[ | sud be called by a Miffive from the major 
Part, or from the Town of Edinbuirgb, and any 


8 ſix or eight of the reſt, that Ear ſhould incur 
. 2 — 
bo A general Ratification of all tue former, by 


an unprinted Act made in annd 166 7, ordain. 
12 ing à new Charter to be extended thereupon. 
12 | | E 2 | A 


? ( 36 J 


1 general Ratification and Reſervation. of 


te abel Rights and Privileges, 0 hy the Fo 
Ar ticle of the Treaty of Union. 


| L I 8 7 of ., B. evedents excerpted from u the Record 
of the Kamei, 


IN. anno 15 74, .enafted, 3 to be Come 

miſſioners to Farliament, but Freemen Mer- 

chants, Traffickers, which is ratified. in; anno 1 596, 
and in an 1600. 

In anno 1619, enacted, That 5 one Com- 
miſſiuner go from each Burrow to Parliament, 
Edinburgh excepted, who is to have two. 

In anno 1642, enafted, That Commiſſions 
ta Members of Parliament be ſigned by the Ma. 
giſtrates and Clerk in Name of the Council, 
and the common Seal to be . N 


A * ET ER from the * to the Rag 


vention, whereof the Tenor follows. 


CHARLES R. 15 

bs STEE and well nd, we greet. 
you well: As we have upon all Occaſions, . 

fince our 5: Re. Reſtorariqn, Einen n 


rows: 


TO a 
2 ͥ T. OTE > 7 S 


BE: 3 98 


ed, that of late an Innovation hath been, 


97 H 
ws in their: WA * being informs 


brought in amongſt. them, by electing Com: 
miſſioners, and ſending, them from ſeveral. 
Burghs 10 ſerve in P arliament, Conventions, 


and at their OWNn particular and general Con: 


ventions and Meetings, who are not actual Re- 
ſidenters within theſe Burrows, commiſſionating 
them, nor bearing proportional Charges with 
them, or ſuch as can loſe or gain in any o 
their Concerns; which, as we. are informed, 
are directly contrary to the ancient Conſti- 
tution of the Burghs, and to many of their 


Acts; Therefore we have thought fit to re- 


quire you to take ſpecial Care, that your an- 
cient Cuſtom, concerning this Matter, be re · 


Y 


vived and maintained ; and the like Abuſes 


to be prevented for the future. So we bid 


ou heartily Farewell. Given at Hampton 


Court the third of Jah, 16 74, and of: our, 


© | Reign the 26th Year, | 


An ACT of the. Convention proceeding, 


on the aforeſaid: Royal Letter, whereof the, 


Tenor follows. 


A. Glafgbw be 8h Pub of pop 1 25 
HE general Convention of Burrows having 
taken to their ſerious Conſideration, the 
many Abuſes and Inconveniencies that has hap- 
Ro to the Eftate and Intereft of the Royal Bur- 
N — 


5 0 a * 
- 7 > "Pati MT * * 


t l Heli 


l and — 
ehr Per as are not Merchants, Traffickers 
Reſidenters, bearing common Burden witte the 


reſt of the  Inkibitants, and Who Can lofe of 


Sith in the Concert! 61 the Burr ws ; Wich, 


Sauen to the Act of Burtows Holder a 
Elinbiig h, the” 15th Faly 1574, and to the AR 


Gate, uh ft Jaly 1598 Years, and to feversf 
| other Ads of Burrows, nd to the ancient and 


primitive Coniſtitution of the Burtows by their | 


— firſt Erection; f likewiſe it is deftrugtive to 
their Inteteh.” which is to be an intire and 
unanittioiis Body ation thernſelves, making 4 
third d:Rtin& Eſtate of the Kin sdomn, without 
being mixt with Perſons of iv Ratik or 
Quality, than of the Merchant Eſtate, who 
uſually carries on rather colliteral Deſi gus, thatt 
the direct, true and ſolid .Intereſt - 05 Royal 
Burrows, whereby they become divided, and 
Ibſes their chief fathreft and Stren th, Which 
conſiſts in their Unanimity; and conſequently, 
the Contempt and Ruin of the Burrows fol- 


loivs, as too ſad Experience manifeſts. Sick- 


Like, taking to their ſerious Conſideration, his 
Majeſty's princely... Care and Zeal for the Pre- 


ſervation of the e of the Royal Bur- 


rows, 


2 —. — 


| EbiVethitn of ERIE, and to ckelt own ger 
| cular Ebiiventionns nid Meeritigs, | 


5 it Was contrary t6 aby of their Acts, and 


at C Pty 3d May 1596, arid to the 44 at 


) * 


8 
ETAL He 
ate 


rows, contain d i in «20 gracious Letters ls 
reste to their General Covent ion at Strlug, 


that they take ſpecial Care, that their f 
Acts anent the faid Matter may be reyiye 6 


ted for the tuture: Therefore the ſaid Gener 


| Heads, Points and Clauſes of the fai 


& ſuch Perſons who can gain or loſe in tl 
| Concerns of the Burrows: Declaring, likeas, it, 
is ſpecially declared, That all Elections of Come, 


of the Dare the 3d July 1674, requiri 


= 


and maintain'd, and the like Abuf ES prey 


Convention, by ir Preſents, revives all prs 
ceeding Ages of | urrows, ordaining Commy 


9992 


ſioners 1 * Parliament, Conyeption of $ States,: 
and to the general 4 particular Meeting 8 5 


the Burrows, to be of the Perſons conform to. 
the-Qualifications fareſaid; and that in I E 
id A 


which for Brevity' 8 Sake are holden as herein 
repeated: But als of new, Statures, Enagts : 


Ordains in all Time coming, and which is to. 


be obſerved as an inviolable Rule, conform 
whereunto all future Elections ſhall be made, 
that no Perſon ſhall be elected or choſen Com- 


miſſioners by any of the Royal Burrows, to 


particular Conventions of Eſtates, and to the. 


particular. and general Meetings of the Burow 
bur ſuch Perſons who are Merchants, Traffick-. 
ers, preſent Reſidenters within the Burgh com: 

ilſſonating them, and who bears common, 
> mag with the reſt of the Inhabitants, ng 


miſſionere 
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ime to PR og A IR of __ 3 
und to tlie particular and general Meetings 
4 the Burrows, made of Perſons not qualified, p 
afore' aid, to 12 170 fafto. void and null, and” 
of no Force, Strength. nor Effe& in Time 
coming: As likewiſe declaring, That every. 
Fetſon who ſhall Vote tor ſuch illegal and un- 
Warrantable Elections, ſhall loſe the Freedom 
of the Burgh where he is a Burgeſs and In. 
habitant; Aud further certifying, That every 
particular Perſon accepting of ſuch a Commiſe 
ſion, not being qual fied, ſhall be lyable in Pain 
and Penalty of 1000 Merks, as oft and ſwa. 
oft as they tran'g eſs this preſent” Act: And 
for the which Fine and Penalty, they ſhall 
have no Relief from the Burgh, bot mall pay 
the ſame out of their own proper Means and 
Eſtate: And for the better and more punctual 
Performance and Execution of this preſent Act, 
the Convention ordains, that this Clauſe ſhall 
be added to the Oath 45 fideli, which is to be 
taken of every Burgeſs of every Royal Burgh 
within the Kingdom, at his Admiſſion to be 
2 Counſellor of their reſpective Burghs, 242 
That he ſhall not in any Time coming, Vote 
or Conſent to the chooſing of any Perſon to 
Commiſſioner from the Royal Burrows to 
Farliaments, Conventions of Eſtates, and to 
the” general and particular Meetings of Bur 
rows, but ſuch Perſons as are qualified in Man- 1 
84 5 | ner 


x, 
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Fer on; 7 n ordains "a OY 
"mon Agent, "preſent or to come, to raiſe Let» 
ters of Horning hereupon, for charging the 


. . 


"hal Royal Burrows ot this Kingdom, to make 
their Elections of Commiſſioners of Parlia- 
ments, Conventions of Eſtates, and to their gee 


neral and particular Conventions and Meet- 
tings, when the ſame ſhall occur, conform to 
the Qualifications foreſaid, under the Pain of 
Rebellion, and putting 2 them to the Horn, 


if they fallzie; And ficklike, ordains the ſaid 


Agent to raiſe other Letters of Horning, char- 


ging every particular Perſon who ſhall; here- 


after Vote for ſuch unwarrantable Elections, 


or ſuch as ſhall accept of ſuch un warrantable 


Commiſſions, not being qualified as ſaid is, t 
make Payment to him for the comm v7 'Uſe 


of the Burrow, the foreſaid Penalty of oo 


Merks, as oft and ſwa oft as they ſhall tranſ- 


greſs thir Preſents; and that under the Pain 
of Rebellion, and putting of him to our Horn; * 
whereanent thir Preſerits ſhall be « Warrant, 


'In ret 1686, by a Letter to the Earl of | 
walk Secretary of State, which was to be 
laid before the King, Proceſſes before the Privy 
Council, at the Suit of Burgeſſes againſt their 
Magiftrates, were complained upon as Grievances,' 
and the Convention's Right to take Cognizance : 
thereof, and to determine thereupon, and vl 5 

| P all 


42 
all 3 Matters relative to Trade, and to * 


Gabernment of Burrows, was aſſerted, and af- 
firmed to have been obſerved from the Con- 
fitotion of the Burrows, down to anno 1677, 
In Jah 1691, Committees were appointed 
to viſit the whole Burrows, and to enquire in- 
to their real and caſual Rents and Revenues, 
their Trade, their Shipping, the Condition of 
their Priſons, publick Works, Harbours, Houſes 
and Tenements, and Management of their 
Common Good, which was accordingly done, 
and the Reports thereupon made are entred 
upon Record. 
4th July 1706, An Addreſs by the Con- 
vention, in Name of the whole Burrows, to 


Queen Anne, congratulating | her upon the Suc- 7 


| cel of her Arms. 

© Sth July 1715, A Urea Letter to the 
Members of Parliament, to obtain Seotland to 
be put upon an Equality with Englang, 
reſpect to the Fiſhing- trade. 

2 A November. 1717, An Inſtruction to > the 
annual Committee to name a fit Perſon to go 
to London to negotiate the Affairs of Pebentures 
: ur Corn exported, to obtain a Court of Pleas | 
 eftabliſhed, and a Table of F ces to the e 
. the e EN, 
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FOR ., T5 7 43 . * S $7 ©. 4, 
2 F 0 N II. ' Ec, 
| U M B. 2 


7, .E 0 or Minit 00 the committee 21. ee 

ted 4734. Wo „ EOS 

in- ++ 

Sn  Zlnburgh the ee Day of pid One 

of 2 ET ſeven hundred and thirty . 7 ears, 

ſes | 5 

8 s E DER UN T. I 2 

ie, ParickLindſ Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, rreſa. 

ed Eainburgb, Thomas Dick | 93 
Bruntiſland, Archibald M. Aulay 

nl - Irving, John Din E 1 rer 

to : Elim, Willam Forbes „ 7 

C FSangubar, George Irving © K 

AInverary, Ronala Dunbar Balk 

o Fortroſe, We. William Forbes. Aol be | 

t $170 Minutes of laſt Sederun Were read... 3 


HE WHICH DAY it having hw * 


0 That by Remits from the laſt General | 

: Convention, this Committee were to take un- 

_ & dertheir Conſideration what was neceſlary to be 

'$ done with Reſpect to the ſettling a Table of | 
| . Fees to the Officers in the Revenue of Cuſtoms, 

2 and to the obtaining Beef and Pork cured with _ 

* _ Scots Salt, to be importable into England, with 


| ſundry other Matters; Therefore, that the Com- 
mittee ſhould proceed forthwith to enter upon 


the Conſideration; but in Regard that the afore- 
| F 2 | ſaid. 


fideration. thereof was put off till the firſt Tueſ- 
day of March next, that all the Members of the 


\ — may have Notice, and be deſired 
to attend to aſſiſt therein, and in what other 


Matters ſhall then be laid before them; ; and ap- 
pointed the Agent to cauſe make a Draught of 


a circular Letter accordingly, to be ſigned by © 


the Preſes, and for hwith forwarded by the 
Ar. : 
THE SAME Dar the ee conſider- 
ing, That there is a Bill depending in Parlia- 
ment to eſtabliſn ſummar Execution for Reco- 
very of ſmall Debts; alſo, that there is ano- 
ther Bill depending to regulate the Manner of 
Elections of Members from Seotland; appoint- 
ed the Agent to deſire Mr. William Hanlon, 

by the Courſe of the Poſt, to obtain and ſend 
down Copies of the ſaid Bills, or of the mate- 
rial Clauſes thereof, to be laid 1 15 the 
Committee at their next Meeting. 


4 


rar. LIN DSAY Preſes 


| Gig? Matters were {bat ſuch 3 the con- | 


by "5% * 


6 45 
* N U M B. un. 


ef. £0 p Yr Minutes of the Committee * March | 
ie "0 734. Ante meridiem. 0  Y 


er | Elinburgh the fifth Day of March, One „ Thouſand 
ſeven hundred w_ thirty ng Te ears, * 


meridiem. 


SD NT of the au Committee of the Roar 


© Burrows, 

1 

a 8 Lindſay Aſtor for 89. lh 

J- pd proſent Lord Provoſt of Eainburgh, a. 

» 42 

£ | | Rates auth according to the Tax Koll. 

.. 1:4 hs ds 4 

L ; Eiinlagb, 7 . . : 34 10 1 00 

] *. Perth, Patrick Crie :: vs 255 „„ $61.90 

5 _Linlithgow, John Buekngy..- : 2: 5,4: 5. 00 

» Haddingtoun, Andrew Dickſon % „ i 06 

| Dyſart, Thomas Spence : :::: 0 3 oo | 
- Airkaldy, Provoſt Barclay *: : :: 10 0 

| Bruntiſland, Archibald M. Aulay : 0 4 oo 
- Tnverketthing, John Cant : : : 0 5 os 
. Kinghorn, Thomas Miller: 0:59. 00 
Irvin, John Dinn ::. 1 4 
_ Wrigtoun, John M*Gowan. :. :. 2:04 5; o 
Dumfermline, William Wilſon + : 0 16 o 
Renfrew, John Coc bra: 0 0 
8 James Bale: 0 4 00% 
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il — as Maſter * FE N ESPE Mn 
 Whithorn, Hugh Hathorn : 1 
Sangubar, George Irving 5 35 "a" 80 
Mverary, "Ronald Dunbar: 2 8 
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| bree Mr. Charles de, 0 mY | 


Mites of the laſt SKaerunt were read. 


THE SAME DAY the circular Letter, . 
by Appointment laſt Seaberunt was wrote to the 
Members, WAS READ; and the ſever l Let- 
ters from Members, excuſing their Abſence, 
were ſeverally read, ſuch as a Letter from the 
' Provoſt add Baillies of Aberdeen, another from 
Fames Fairweather Commiſſioner for Dundee, a 
third from William Cruickſhunk Comm thoger 

tor Aberdeen, and a fourth from John Bannan- 
ine Commiſſioner tor Lunar; and the Com- 
mittee having entered upon the Confideration of 
the Matters mentioned in the aforeſaid circular 
Letter, and fully diſcourſed thereupon, appoint- 
ed Exinbiegh, Bruntiſland, Whithorn, Sanquhar 
and Bervie, or any two of them, as a Com- 
mittee to bring in a Draught of a circular Let- 
ter to be wrote to the Burrows Repreſentatives 

in Parliament, concerning the foreſaid Matters, 
br of any other Matter, that may be proper to 
be laid before the Parliament this. Seffion, and 
* port r next Sederunt, ES 
- COPY 


co br Minus Tf the En- „e 
1734 Poſt meridiem. E K 


SEDERUNT, 92, 
| Bbdem Die, Poſt 8 | 17 


Pail Lindſay Aſſeſſor for St. Andrews — 
Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh), Preſes, | 


: Perth, P, niet Grie 3 

5 ©Ladlithgow. John Buckney 

- Haddington, Andrew Dickſon 
Dy / art, Thomas Spence 


Dumfermline, William W ſon 


Rates payable arcording fo the Tax Bl. 
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H. n Provoſt Barclay 
Bruntiſlaud, Archibald M. Aulay 
Inverkeithing, Jobu Cant 


 Kinghorn, Thomas Miller 
Irving, John Du 


Wigtoun, John M*Gowan 


Rutherglen, James Bogle 


 #lkime, William Forbes 
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Tayne, George Maſter of Roſs 
Whiuhorn, Hugh Hathorn 
North Berwick, Lord Sewn 0 0 r C 
| Sangquhar, George Irving 
Dingwall, Alexander Folly » © 


R 


020 


'' Inverary, Ronald Dunbar 


 Inverbervie, Mr. Charles Maitland „ SO 2, 
Sranramer, Mr. wy Dalrymple.” 20 30 
Gran: - 


By — of of a Circtlar Letter to the: 2 1 1 
be repreſenting the Burrows: in Parliament, 
Was delivered in by three of the Members of 
the Sub Committee, to whom the ſame was 
Co ame laſt een and Was. read, Sf. 
5 
NV B. A Queſtion: was pat to proceed now 
to conſider the Motion for requeſting the Mem- 
bers of Parliament to oppoſe at Tos. Time an' 
Alteration of the KT AR ? Or * ? 


Kirkeath, - : EN Frrrb, il 1 | 
_ Bruntiſlandy Tabs. RS 


Inver kenhing, | Po, £ BR * = % 
| Dumfermline, _ ©  Bervie, © © © 


Trung, e 2 ingwal, "Sy 
Ezine, + - — |  Wigton, 7 VEL 
Tain, Vor th Berwict, 
ODyſart, 1 Whithorn, 1 OR 
 Kinghorn, „ NY SHIT 25 
=" 

Rutherglen, . 
Sanguhar, EE os 
Ervrgiy. © Sranramer, © 

Ge © 12, e e 9. 

N 8 Another 
& , _ 7 . \- \ NI 4 
[Fo Tat, *s » 
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. 
Queſti LE, put 0 des e 
Motion, or not; and the Votes went as on the 
EG cite? except the Member for Irving, 

ho voted on the Side of Proceed; but did not 

: Vote i in the ſecond Queſtion and the Member 
| for Bervie, who voted on the Side of Delay in | 
the firſt Queſtion, but did not vote in the 15 : : | 

cond Queſtion, whereby the ſecond Queſtion 1 
Bo) was carried by 11 againfſts, 1 
Tis likewiſe to be obſerved, that the Lord | | 

| 


| Provoſt of Enburgb in the Chair, was a Mem- 
ber not only by a Choice of the Committee, a> 
| greeable to Uſage had in ſuch Caſes, as ancient 
| as the firſt Conſtitution of Conventions and Com- 
mittees, but alſo was a Member from the K 1 
of St. Andrews, =. 
That. the other Members for £4; nburgh * 
abſent from the Afrernoon's Meeting on the 
Fh March, which alone is an Evidence ſuffici. 
| ent to ſhow, that the Meeting was not pack d 
for any Job on the Part of Edinburgh or its De- : 
prndents, And | 1 
That rhe Member for Whithorn did not joint — 
in ke Diſſent, | £ 


ME. IV. 
Lit of the Precedents excerpted from the Records 
of the annual Committee. BE i | 


1 iſt Hecember, 1708. The Committee, * 
we Reproſentative of rhe Royal Burrows, did 
1 by pe- 


Petiiag he ſe bY * ig 
v RES: e on ; 5 and other Fiſh, 
"> Ach E nan, 1710. The Committee did 
3 en the Houſe of Commons, 10 oppole the 
Erection of the Royal African Company with 
Feelin Privileges... he 
Ath March, "LF hep. - The Committee, in 
Name of the whole Royal Burrows, did ad- 
dreſs Queen Anne to inftru& her Plenipotentia- 
fiexar, Crecht to obtain a Wet. of the Loſ- 


* 


+ 4 Ae The . pe. 
-xition Queen Anne to obtain n tor ſecur- 
ing the Northern Trade. „ 

ah 1711, The Committee are inſtructed 
by the Convention to addreſs the Sovereign or 
Parliament upon any Thing tending to the 

Advancement of Trade, and to keep a Correſ⸗- | 
pondence with the Members of Parliament. 

5th March, 1712. A Memorial Was 
framed, and ſent by the Committee to the 

Lord, High Treaſurer, concerning Trade, to 

- oz ſent to the Plenipotentiaries at Utes... 
FIth December, 1712. Letters were ſent by 
Wl the Committee to the Duke of Shrewsbury, 
_ Ex of 0rd, Earl: of Dartmouth, Earl of 
Wi Hialater, Earl of lay and Viſcount. of: Bulling- 
br cok, in Name of the Burrows, covering Me- 


2 

— e . Fange „ 

123 8 
bd. f 8 5 .- e 


+ th, January. 1714. 


5 
e 
h 


Committee to Queen 7 10. 0 by 


of certain Matters cone Trade 0 "- Y 


"France. 


8th July, = 15. The Preſes 2 1 8 | 
urite to the Members of Parliament for 2 1 74 * 
ing off the Duty on Linnen Cloth. „ 


3 1ſt December, 1717. A Gentleman Was 


Rule or Table for Fies to the Officer o Cu 
toms. | Mk edt Bn 
: icth December,” 1418. An Addrely by the 

Committee, in Name of the whole By | 
to the Houle of Commons, touching the.. Im- 
0 por ation ot Wooll from Jreland.. .* ws 


TOWS, 


ne to go to London, to ſollicite 8 bg 
of Debentures ppon Corn exported, t tan a 
Court of Pleas eftabliſhed, and to abs 


2th. January, 1719. The Comm im- 


pow red their Preſes to write to the Members 


of Parliament, to oppoſe any Bill to be brought | 


in for reducing the Premium * Fiſh ex- 
ported to a lower Rate. | "7-168 


A Motion having been made in the Houſe. of 


Commons for impoſing an additional Duty of 


6 d. upon the Barrel of Scots Ale, and for ta: 


king off the Bounty Money on Corns exported 5 


as an Equivalent for an Letten to Kosten 
from the Malt- Ta. 3 


1th December, e The . re- 


ſolved to addreſs the Parliament upon that im- 
& 1 1 portant 
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